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Front Cae 
Photographer: Ian Flecknoe-Brown. 


_ When the various daisies have finished Adweriig I usually feel that this signals the end of summer, 
the days are getting shorter and the bush enters what looks like a dormant stage. This flower from 
the daisy family (name unknown) still looks lovely even though the flowers have long gone. 
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Editor’s note 


A new phase in the history of the Club is announced in the first article in this issue - an exciting 
development which will require the support of members, but I shall let you read the announcement 
for yourself in the President’s Column. 


Collection of information for a second edition of the Australian Bird Atlas has also been 
announced. This project gives us a wonderful opportunity to see how well bird populations have 
survived in the ten years since the first edition was compiled, and whether the pessimism of some 
observers is justified. Such a project relies on the participation of large numbers of volunteers and 
will be very satisfying to the participants. 


Articles in Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be obtained from the Bendigo 
Field Naturalists Club, and acknowledgment should be given to the author and the Club. Back 
issues are available at a cost of 80 cents each. Complete sets are available at $ 8.00 for each 
volume. The above prices do not include postage. 


PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 


For most of the past 17 years the Club has met 
at the Department of Agriculture, corner Taylor 
St. and Midlands Highway, Epsom. The 
meeting rooms and facilities were excellent. 
We are most grateful to Glenise Moors who 
maintained good relations with the 
administration and obtained the facility rent 
free for many years, and at a nominal rent for 
the past few years. 


The government's policy of "user pays" has 
been hanging over the Club, and sooner or 
later we were going to have a very substantial 
rent increase. In addition, the Club needs 
storage space for the "Meeting Amplifier", a 
new slide projector, its library of books, 
documents and pamphlets, an increasing 
archive of old meeting records, and boxes of 
the new Orchid book and previous publications 
awaiting sale. 


The Club has been active in the Bendigo 


community with support for good 
environmental policies, and preventing 
detrimental policies. We have given freely of 
our time to conservation committees of the City 
and former Shires. The excellent reputation of 
the Club, built by the past Presidents and their 
committees, was acknowledged when we 
started searching for new Club rooms or office 


space. 


The City of Greater Bendigo offered the Club 
the Golden Square Senior Citizens’ Centre if 
we would act as the Committee of 
Management. The BFNC committee inspected 
the building, discussed the proposal, met with 
the Senior Citizens, and finally came to an 
agreement with the City of Greater Bendigo. 


Starting on 1 January 1996 the BFN Club 
became the Committee of Management. In 
exchange for free use of the buildings for our 
own purposes we have agreed to cleaning and 
security services and minor (home handyman 
type) maintenance. In addition, we will 
undertake to let the hall to other groups at 
approved rental rates. These are detailed 
elsewhere in this publication. The City will 
bear the cost of all utilities, property insurance 


and material cost of maintenance. 


Although we have agreed to do the gardening, 
the City will mow the "lawn" surrounding the 
building. At present the only "gardening" is 
watering 3 geraniums at the entrance. 
However, we can, with approval of the City 
Parks department, plant a native garden, 
landscape the area, etc. provided we do it at 
our expense and look after it. 


The new Club rooms present many new 
possibilities for Field Naturalists type activities 
and your ideas are needed. The new Club 
rooms also present many new responsibilities, 
such as janitorial type cleaning. An interim 
Committee of Management will discuss the 
ways to meet our obligations. We hope that all 
members will enthusiastically support and 
assist. ) 


Bill Holsworth 


Sawflies 
Author: Sabine Wilkens 


In our front garden are two small ironbarks. 
On one of them I discovered in late November 
a clump of so-called spitfires (sawfly larvae). 
The photo above, taken in early December, 
still shows evidence of their feeding, but by 
mid-December, the larvae seemed to have 
stopped eating and continuously wandered up 
and down the tree trunk, always as a group. 
They appeared more and more sluggish but 
just before Christmas they could still travel the 
whole length of the trunk (over 4m) in 24 
hours. Instead of their usual black colour they 
now appeared brown to flesh-coloured. I 
expected them to disappear any day and was 
anxiously watching so I wouldn’t miss where 
they went in. We spent Christmas in 
Melbourne and when we returned after Boxing 
Day they had vanished without a trace. I could 
not find any evidence of their whereabouts and 
their place of pupation remains a mystery. In 
an excellent article in ‘Australian Natural 
History’, Philip Weinstein writes that the 
colony, as a group, searches the soil for cracks 
or soft areas into which they can burrow. 
Apparently a few larvae at a a time penetrate 
the soil, closely followed by those behind them 
until the whole colony is some 40cm or so 
beneath the surface. This is quite incredible 
considering the very hard soil in our front 
garden! Once underground, each larva 
constructs a water-tight cocoon in which it 
spends the hot dry summr month to emerge in 
late summer or autum. I shall be watching for 
adult sawflies then. 


It must be fascinating to watch the larvae 
burrow into the ground but since they are 
active at night, this is probably very difficult to 
witness. 

In the above-mentioned article it is also stated 
why these animals are called ‘saw’flies. The 
adult female has an egg-deposition organ 
(ovipositor) equipped with a saw-like blade 
with which she cuts through the midrib of the 
leaf on which she intends to lay her eggs. One 
marvellous photo accompanying the article 
shows this. Another fascinating fact about this 
insect is that certain ‘leader larvae’ are able to 
re-assemble the group by the end of their 
nocturnal feeding time by tapping on the twigs 
and branches of the tree.. This is then 
perceived by others, and on their way to join 
the group, repeated, until the last one has 
joined the clump. Then, as a group, they head 
for their resting place. Apparently, the last 
larva to leave a leaf on which sawfly larvae 
have been feeding always cuts this off at the 
petiole. This behaviour is believed to minimise 
the possibility of the larvae’s presence being 
detected by parasites and predators which are 
normaly guided by the sight and smell of 
damaged leaves. As the above photo plainly 
shows the feeding damage, this behaviour may 
not apply to all species or in all situations. 


-The one thing the article in ANH did not tell 


me is why these insects are called saw’ flies’. 
After all, they are wasps - and a fascinating 
group at that! 


Reference: Weinstein, P. (Summer 1991/92) 
Undermining Spitfire Defence Strategies. 
Australian Natural History Vol. 23, No.11 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison 


Each month the Club receives a number of 
newsletters and magazines: some by 
subscription and some in exchange for 
Whirrakee. These are available from the 
Club librarian at our meetings. 


THE VICTORIAN NATURALIST 
Vol. 112(5) 1995 October 


‘Reassessment of the Distribution, 
Abundance and Habitat of the Baw Baw 
Frog’ by Gregory J. Hollis presents the 
results of a survey for calling male frogs of 
this species conducted during spring and 
summer 1993. This survey was prompted by 
suggestions of a decline in the Baw Baw 
Frog population. 


‘Bats in Remnant Vegetation along the 
Barwon River, Victoria’ by L.E. Conole and 
G.A. Baverstock reports on a study carried 
out using an electronic bat-detector. Eleven 
species of bats were detected at selected 
sites along the Barwon River between 
Geelong and Winchelsea. 


‘Initial Results from Bat Roosting Boxes at 
Organ Pipes National Park’ by Robert Irvine 
and Robert Bender outlines the setting up of 
boxes after a mammal survey revealed that 
several species of bats were present in the 
park. Details are given of box design and 
the result of inspections over three years. 


‘Carnivorous Plants - Carnivorous Bugs’ by 
Cecily Falkingham discusses the possibility 
of a symbiotic relationship between the 
Sundew(Mirid) Bug and the sundew species 
with which it is associated. 


* KKK & 


THE BIRD OBSERVER(BOCA) 
No. 758 November 1995 


‘Star Billing’ by Molly Brown reports on 
observations made from a hide set up near a 
Reed-Warblers nest. Banding of the 
nestlings allowed individual progress to be 


noted, from the first stretching of wings to 
fledging. The behaviour of the mother bird 
in encouraging the slower developing 
juveniles was of particular interest. 


‘Wendy’s "B" Galahs!’ by Wendy Borrie 
presents observations of a rather different 
species than Reed-Warblers. A pair of 
galahs obviously seeking a nesting site were 
provided with a nest box which they 
eventually used. Mating and _ nesting 
behaviour was noted, and finally the first 
flight of the two juvenile birds. 


Shorter articles deal with observations of 
Glossy Black-Cockatoos in Queensland and 
New South Wales; honeyeaters and Tree 
Lucerne at Sutton Grange; and Rodger Elliot 
describes several attractive Callistemons in 
‘Plants with Beautiful Stamens’. 


* KKK 


Also received recently: 


*Environment Victoria News 


. November 1995 


- Smogbusters: coming to a suburb near you. 

- The Parklands Code: A Magna Carta for 
Melbourne’s parks. 

- Plantations: they’re even bigger than we 
thought. 


*Nature News(Trust for Nature) 
September 1995 

- Should we beware of the bee? 

- SOS for our Red Gum Woodlands. 

- Native grasses could help farmers. 


*Field Naturalists Club of Ballarat News 
November 1995 


*Castlemaine Naturalist(CFNC) 
November 1995 


*Geelong Field Naturalists Club News 
November 1995 


* Kk OK & 


Nest Box Database for the Bendigo 
Region -- Project Completed 

Authors: John Lindner, Bill Holsworth, and 
the Mammal Survey Group 


The box-ironbark woodlands around Bendigo 
are depleted in natural hollows as a result of 
heavy timber harvesting during the years since 
settlement. Nest boxes of the right size and in 
the right areas have the potential to improve the 
habitat for local mammals. 


For some time, people interested in the 
protection and enhancement of the local 
environment have been involved in building, 
placing and monitoring artificial hollows in the 
forests to improve the habitat of hollow-using 


birds and mammals. 


Members of the Bendigo Field Naturalists 
Club, in particular the Mammal Survey Group, 
have been very active in this endeavour, but 
many members of the. public have also put up 
nest boxes. The location of some of the nest 
boxes in the area was known to some of the 
persons involved, but no one knew where all 


the nest boxes were. 


To make use of the data nest boxes provide the 
Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources, in May 1995, asked the Mammal 
Survey Group to compile a database of all 
known nest boxes on public land. This project 
is now complete. The database, compiled by 
John Lindner, records most of the nest boxes 
on rural land near Bendigo. The database is 
useful because it allows DCNR to track 
records of individual species (eg. the 
endangered Tuan), and decide which areas 
should be targeted to receive nest boxes in the 


future. Two copies of the database were 
presented to DCNR in December and the 
Mammal Survey Group has one copy. A total 
of 615 nest boxes were located in 66 identified 


sites. 


Nest boxes in the forests perform several 
functions, the most direct and obvious ones 
are: 
° They provide a method of surveying hollow- 
using species, without the time-consuming and 
stressful (to the animals) business of cage 
trapping. 
* They provide project infrastructure for 
possible future research. 
Data that may be collected from animals in nest 
boxes include: 
1. Counts of animals in various 
seasons 
2. Breeding times and success rates 
3. Succession of species using the 
same hollows 
4. Nest types 
5. Social behaviour of the animals in 
the nest, especially mother- young 
relationships. 
¢ Placing artificial hollows in woodlands 
depleted of such refuges probably benefits the 
fauna by providing better roosting and nesting 
opportunities. However, even when a large 
proportion of the boxes are used it does not 
necessarily mean that there is an increase the 
actual numbers of animals since food supply 
may be the limiting factor. 


Indirectly, nest boxes serve to educate people 
and encourage conservation activities. Initially 
they may only provide an opportunity for 
people to “do something for wildlife”, with 
the strong feeling that they are involved in 


something positive. This interest may lead to a 


better understanding of nature and involvement 


with other conservation activities. 


There are two main types of nest boxes used in 
the Bendigo area: 

1. Boxes constructed of sawn timber - 
Size and quality vary enormously, but fairly 
precise dimensions for specific species have 
now been determined. 

2. Natural hollow logs - There are 
relatively few of these, since they are hard to 
procure and if taken from a forest worsen the 
cause which they are designed to remedy. 
They are also much heavier and harder to put 


on a tree. 


PUBLISHED ARTICLES RESULTING 
FROM LOCAL NEST BOXES 
1. Cosy Abodes for Fur and Feather (leaflet) 
I. and V. Rowley, published by BFNC 
Summarises the main features and sizes 
needed by various species of birds and 
mammals 
2. Birds, Hollows and Honeybees 
David McDonald 
The Bird Observer, July 1994, 
Birds Observers Club of Australia 
Analysis of data for BFNC hollows in 
Spring Gully Water Reserve, Bendigo 
. Reproductive strategies of Phascogale 
tapoatafa (Marsupialia: Dasyuridae) 
Todd Soderquist 
Ph.D thesis, Monash University, 1994 
(Also a number of other papers on the Tuan 


published in various journals) 
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possible: 
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Carol Fenselau, Rob and Glenise Moors, 
Kerrie Norris, John Lindner, Bill Holsworth, 
David McDonald, Rob and Cynthia Watkins, 
Chris Tzaros. 


BFNC Badges 

About 3 years ago NAME LABELS for 
members were obtained. Members who have 
joined since, and others who do not have a 
name label can order an official "Bendigo Field 
Naturalists Club Inc." label engraved with 
your name from Glenn Fordham, Central 
Trophies and Gifts, 289 Lyttleton Tce, (Phone 
423 855). Cost $5.00. 


TUAN NEST BOXES - Ambitious 
Talk, Real Work and Results. 
Authors: 


John Burtonclay, President, 


Mammal Survey Group, and Bill Holsworth 


Many persons were involved in this 
project. To save space in the article they are 
sometimes referred to by their initials. The 
major contributors to the project who are also 
members of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club 
John 
Robinson, Lance Costin, Lyndall Rowley, 
Alan Caddy, Dale Gibbons, Rob Watkins, 
Chris Tzaros, John Lindner, David McDonald, 
Ian Fenselau. 


Inc. included: John Burtonclay, 


Employees of the Department of 
Conservation of Natural Resources (DCNR) 
most active in this project were: Rob Price, 
Peter Morison, Ken Bodinnar, Callum Walker 
and others of the DCNR work crew. 


BACKGROUND: 

The idea of making the nesting boxes 
was conceived during a conversation among 
JB, JR and LC one evening at Lyndall 
Rowley's house in late 1992. At the time we 
were searching for squirrel gliders and thought 
it would be a good idea to put up about 10 
nesting boxes as a means of locating them. 
However, after a few hours of discussion we 
could not agree on an area likely to have 
squirrel gliders that also had a shortage of 
natural hollows. We then decided that we 
would make nesting boxes and install them in 
the forested areas around Bendigo to providing 
breeding dens for the endangered Brush-tailed 
Phascogale (Tuan). 


The Wellsford, Mandurang and Sedgwick 
forests around Bendigo were cleared last 


century and as a result the trees have few 
hollows suitable for small mammals. Because 
of the great extent of the area it was decided 
that we should not make ten, but fifty boxes in 
order to adequately cover this large area. As 
the evening got later our ambition increased! 

Peter Morison, DCNR heard about our 
project and arranged for a grant of $350.00 to 
help towards the cost of materials. Later Rob 
Price, DCNR provided a further $70.00 to 
cover the cost of hardware required to install 
the boxes, so the total DCNR grant was 
$420.00. 


SEQUENCE OF EVENTS: 

Ambitious talk had to be turned into 
some real work. 
7 JB and JR designed the boxes. 
° JR ordered kiln dried plantation pine 
timber from the Heathcote sawmill in late 
1992. The boxes required a large quantity of 
300 x 25mm boards, but this presented a 
problem for the mill as logs of this size are 
difficult to obtain. Finally after waiting almost 
12 months and making many phone calls, the 
timber was ready so JB and JR went to 
Heathcote and collected the timber which was 
taken to JB's house. [6 man-hours, 85km] 
° JB cut all the components and 
assembled the boxes using most of the 1,200 
screws purchased. [60 man-hours, plus use of 
equipment] 
° JB transported the boxes to JR's place 
to store them in his shed. [4 man-hours] 
° JB supplied wire to Rob Watkins, who 
designed and made wire catches for the doors 
based on similar catches he had used on 
chicken pens. [5 man-hours] 
° JB and JR purchased several lengths of 
stainless steel rod and cut them up to make 
nails to fix boxes to trees. RW sharpened the 


short lengths of rod to make the nails. [5 man- 
hours] 

° JR purchased a roll of Zincalume™ 
strapping for attaching the boxes to trees. 

° LC bought nuts, bolts, washers, 
strapping, door catches, etc. These were fitted 
to the boxes by JB, LC, DG, and RW over 
several weekend working bees. [16 man- 
hours] 

° In Feb. 1994, IF provided paraffin 
wax and kindly loaned his equipment so that 
the boxes could be dipped in boiling paraffin 
wax in order to preserve the timber. The 
waxing equipment had to be moved to JR's 
place because it was raining on the day. The 
boxes were then waxed by JB, JR, RW, AC, 
and CT in JR's shed. This operation took 5 
men from 9:00 am until 8:30 pm and involved 
setting up a pulley system to raise and lower 
the boxes from the vat of boiling wax. The 
following day the equipment was returned to 
IF by JR and CT. [12.5 hours by 5 men = 
62.5 man-hours. ] 

° The boxes then had to be numbered 
and branded DCNR. This was done by JB and 
LC using a router proved by JB. [8 man- 
hours] 

° The boxes were now ready to be 
installed. Many meetings of the Mammal 
Survey Group were occupied by discussions 
of exactly where the boxes should be located, 
who should mark to location, and who should 
put up the boxes. Finally it was resolved and 
John Lindner located and marked sites in the 
Wellsford forest for 30 boxes spaced 500m 
apart. David McDonald and Rob Price did the 
same in the Mandurang Forest for 14 boxes. 
One box was placed in a tree at Kerry Norris's 
house and one was given to Rob and Glenise 
Moors. [Marking sites 10 man-hours, 100 km 
travel] 


° The Wellsford boxes were installed by 
DCNR work crew with the assistance and 
instruction from John Lindner in July 1994 
(approximately). [Volunteer time 14 man- 
hours] 

° The Mandurang boxes were installed 
by Chris Tzaros, Rob Price, Todd Soderquist, 
Ken Bodinnar, and Lyndall Rowley. in 
October 1994 (approximately). [Volunteer time 
8 man-hours]. 


RESULTS: 

On 4 November 1995 the Mammal 
Survey Group (JL, JB , LC, JG, Ann 
Bridley, Rob and Cynthia Watkins, and Bill 
Holsworth) checked the 30 nesting boxes in 
the Wellsford Forest. [An efficient crew of 2 
or 3 would require about 5 hours. ] 

On 3 December 1995 the boxes in 

Mandurang Forest were examined by JB, CT, 
DM, LC, RW, Mathew Comer, Bev Colvenor, 
Bob Ruddick and Bill Holsworth. [An efficient 
crew of 2 or 3 would require about 2 hours.] 
a The box at Norris's house is currently 
occupied by sugar gliders. The box a Moor's 
had sugar gliders during the winter but is now 
empty. By Dec 1995 the 4 boxes targeted for 
the Sedgwick forest have not been installed. 


The following table summarizes our nest box 
checking for 1995. We try to avoid disturbing 
the animals and so could not count them 
accurately. At this time of the year the young 
sugar gliders and tuans are about half grown. 
There could be up to 8 young tuans in a litter. 
Sugar glider females have no more than 2 
young in a litter but a box may be occupied by 
several females and their young plus some 
adult males. More than 10 individuals have 
been seen in similar nest boxes. 


Contents 


Tuan family (Female with young) 


Tuan nest (stringybark) only , but no animals present 
Old tuan nest, topped with sugar glider leaf nest, but not occupied 


by sugar gliders 


Old tuan nest, topped with sugar glider leaf nest, and occupied 


by sugar gliders 
Sugar glider nest only 


Sugar gliders (several adults and young ) occupying box with leaf nest 


Feral honey bees 
Empty 


TOTAL 


Wellsford Mandurang 


>) OoONN 


30 


CONCLUSIONS: 

What does all this mean in terms of time, 
money and conservation? 

When its all tallied up: 


=$ 420 
=$3,000 


Materials 

Labour 

Labour valued at $15.00 per hour 

[About 200 man-hours- not including 

‘discussions] 

Travel =$ 200 

Travel, valued at $0.50 per km 

[About 200 km exclusively devoted 

to the project plus at least a similar 

amount of travel incidental to the project.] 
TOTAL COST $3,620 


The nesting boxes, installed in the 
forest, are worth about $75.00 each not 
including DCNR labour - excellent value for 
the $420.00 taxpayers contribution. The boxes 
are "owned" by DCNR because they are in 
State Forest. . 

We now know that tuans, an 
endangered species, are widely distributed in 
the Wellsford and Mandurang Forests, and are 
breeding successfully in the nest boxes 
designed for them. We have an efficient means 


[10 man- hours per year] of monitoring tuan 


10 


distribution and breeding for the next 20 or 30 
years at least. To get information from trapping 
would require a greater capital outlay for traps, 
and several times more man-hours to set traps 
and check them over several days each year. 
Results, such as litter size and success, would 
not be available from trapping. The nest boxes 
may also serve to increase the numbers of 
tuans and thus make them less vulnerable to 
extinction. Additionally, data on sugar glider 
populations adds to our understanding of the 
box-ironbark forest ecosystem. 


Although much volunteer time and 
effort went into this project we think it has 
been successful and worthwhile both for the 
results obtains so far and the enjoyment of 


working towards a valuable conservation goal. 


Finally, a sincere THANK YOU to all 
those who assisted. 


Hattah Lakes Bird List 
Author: Irene Paynes 


This list was compiled by members of the Mid- 
Muray Field Nats from observations actually 
made while camping at Hattah last September. 


Emu 

Hoary-headed Grebe 
Australasian Grebe 
Pelican 

Pied Cormorant 

Little Pied Cormorant 
Little Black Cormorant 
White-faced Heron 
Intermediate Egret 
Straw-necked Ibis 
Black Swan 

Australian Shelduck 
Black Duck 

Grey Teal 

Wood Duck 

Black Kite 

Collared Sparrowhawk 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 
Little Eagle 

Brown Falcon 
Australian Kestrel 
Mallee Fowl 
Black-tailed Native Hen 
Masked Lapwing 
Black-fronted Plover 
Feral Pigeon 

Peaceful Dove 
Common Bronzewing 
Crested Pigeon 

Galah 

Little Corella 

Major Mitchell Cockatoo 
Regent Parrot 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Cockatiel 

Yellow Rosella 

Mallee Ringneck 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Mulga Parrot 

Pallid Cuckoo 


Horsefield’s Bronze Cuckoo 


Kookaburra 


Sacred Kingfisher 
Welcome Swallow 
Richard’s Pipit 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Red-capped Robin 
Hooded Robin 

Jacky Winter 

Golden Whistler 

Rufous Whistler 

Grey Shrike-thrush 
Crested Bellbird 

Restless Flycatcher 

Grey Fantail 

Willie Wagtail 
White-browed Babbler 
Chestnut-crowned Babbler 
Weebill 

Western Gerygone 
Chestnut-rumped Thornbill 
Southern Whiteface 

Varied Sitella 

Brown Treecreeper 

Red Wattlebird 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
Striped Honeyeater 

Noisy Miner 

Blue-faced Honeyeater 
Yellow-plumed Honeyeater 
Brown-headed Honeyeater 
White-fronted Honeyeater 
Black Honeyeater 
White-fronted Chat 
Striated Paradalote 
Yellow-rumped Pardalote 
Sparrow 

Dusky Woodswallow 
Mudlark 

Apostlebird 

White-winged Chough 
Grey Currawong 

Grey Butcherbird 

Pied Butcherbird 

Magpie 

Raven 


VFNCA Campout - March 8-11, 1996 


Mt Martha Field Naturalists Club Inc. invites 
club members to join them and register for the 
VENCA March 1996 campout. 


Venue: Portsea Camp, (Lord Mayor’s) 
Melway Reference Map 156 G2 
Dates: Friday March 8 to Monday 


March 11th 1996 
Cost: Dormitory Accomodation $ 109 


Rooms with en suite $ 116 

Registration Fee Se 3 

Insurance $ 12 
Catering: All meals are provided from 


breakfast Saturday morning until lunch 
Monday. Tea and coffee facilities are 
available. Supper Friday evening. 


Accommodation: En suite rooms, bunk 
style sleeping 3,4 and 6 persons per unit and 
dormitory accommodation available. Blankets 
and pillows provided. Members need to bring 
bed linen and towels. 


Bookings: A booking fee of $ 20 will 
secure a place. Full payment is required by 
Friday 9th February 1996. 


Payment: Make cheques payable to 
VENCA and post with registration form to: 
VFNCA 


63 Dominion Road 

Mount Martha 3934 
Registration forms can be obtained from the 
Whirrakee editors (Tom Burton or Sabine 
Wilkens, ph. 447 336 during business hours). 


Enquiries: 
President (Mt Martha FNC) 
Peter Grinlington (059 88 4444) 
or the Secretary 
Esme Kent (059 74 1617) 


The details of the excursions are supplied here. 
For a copy of the full program please contact 
the Whirrakee editors. 
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Excursion Details 


Hillview Quarry 

(full day; convoy from Portsea) 

This excursion will examine a revegetation 
program initiated by Les Wiseman. 

Point Nepean National Park 

(full day; convoy from Portsea) 

Enjoy magnificent coastal scenery and 
vegetation as well as historic fortifications. 
Greens Bush 

(half day; convoy from Portsea) 

This walk is a must for lovers of pristine, 
natural bushland that is rich with fascinating 
flora and fauna. 

Marine Foreshore Ramble 

(times will be determined by tides) 

Beach combers will be treated to a guided walk 
along the foreshore and rock pools adjacent to 
the camp. 

Queenscliff Ferry 

(ferries depart Porstsea pier every two hours; 
timetables available at camp). 

Guests can design their own itinerary. Features 
possible dolphin sightings and other marine 
fauna. Historic walks around Queenscliff. 
Bushrangers Bay and Cape Schanck 
(full day; convoy from Portsea) 

A challenging but rewarding walk for 
adventurous participants. Includes treacherous 
and spectacular coastal scenery. 

Geological Survey 

(full day; convoy from Portsea) 

A local geological expert will conduct a tour 
detailing points of particular interest. 

Fossil Beach and Balcombe Estuary 
(full day; convoy from Portsea) 

Various destinations reveal a variety of 
excellent examples of indigenous flora and 
fauna specimens. 

Mt Martha Summit to Balcombe 
Esturay (morning; convoy from Portsea) 
Spectacular views of Southern Peninsula. 
Arboretum with many native species. Picnic at 
Balcombe Esturay, Mt Martha Field Nats’ local 
popular meeting place. 


New Club Rooms - Golden Square 
Senior Citizen Hall 
Author: Bill Holsworth 


Most things in life are a mixed blessing: the 
good and the bad. So it is with the new Club 
rooms. Our agreement with the City is that, in 
exchange for using the rooms, we rent the hall 
to suitable clients. The money will help defray 
the City's expenses, and possibly some of our 
expenses. 


The Senior Citizens pay the City (through a 
grant) $2,000 per year. We are expected, but 
not required, to raise another $2,000 by letting 
the hall. We get to keep half of what we raise 
over the $2,000. Thus, there is an incentive, 
and all Field Naturalists Club members should 
keep this in mind when they hear about other 
groups looking for regular or casual meeting 
venues. 


The hall and kitchen are available for evening 
or week-end rental only. During the weekdays 
the Senior Citizens use the building from about 
11:00 am to 4:00 pm. For all groups, after 
using the hall they are expected to leave the 
rooms clean, swept or mopped, benches wiped 
and dishes washed. 


RENTAL CHARGES APPROVED by the 
City of Greater Bendigo 


A. Community group meeting (non fund- 
raising activity) by a nature study, 


environment or conservation oriented 
group: ‘ 
$15.00 per evening 


Government sponsored meeting: 
$50.00 per evening 


Commercial, Political or Fund raising 
activity: 

$100.00 plus PL insurance and bond 
of $200.00 


Evening dinner or party: 

$160.00 for the evening plus $200 
bond and PL insurance. For crockery 
rental add- $50.00. 
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New Activity Night 


Since we can use the Golden Square Hall any 
evening, and all weekend we have an 
opportunity to try some new activities. For a 4 
month trial period the Committee have decided 
to have a social night/ reading night/ discussion 
night - call it what it becomes-- on the first 
Wednesday in each month. Starting 6 March, 
(and then followed by 3 April, 1 May and 5 
June.) 


The door will be opened about 7:15 pm, and 
some of the committee will be present to help 
you find books, pamphlets, tea, coffee, 
broom, vacuum cleaner, etc. There will be no 
formal structure to the evening, but lots of 
opportunity to visit, exchange ideas, plan the 
Native Plant garden, write articles for the 
Whirrakee, pin insects or whatever you wish 
to learn or promote. 


Accommodation Sought 


I am a research student at the University of 
Melbourne studying the social behaviour of the 
sugar glider, Petaurus breviceps in the wild. I 
have been carrying out this research for two 
years as part of my Ph.D. and have recently 
been introduced to the marvellous potential for 
a sugar glider study around Bendigo. I should 
therefore like to base myself in Bendigo for a 
number of months whilst I tag, radio-track and 
observe the animals to work out their social 
group composition and to record the degree of 
co-operative behaviour within groups. 

I would like to find a room in a house in 
Bendigo that I could use whilst carrying out 
fieldwork. Somewhere quiet would be 
desirable, in an environment where I could 
come and go at odd hours without disturbing 
anyone, as I sometimes have to spotlight until 
late at night then sleep during part of the day. 

I am a 31 year old female without pets. I do 
not smoke nor indulge in other anti-social 
activities (apart from sugar glider spotlighting!) 
and have led an independent and widely 
travelled lifestyle. I am quite comfortable with 
the concepts of "cooking" and "housework". 

I would be delighted to hear from anybody 
who may have a spare room to offer, and I 
include my contact details below. Thankyou. 


Laila Sadler, 

Department of Zoology, 
6244 

University of Melbourne, 
Parkville, Home: (03) 9484 8604 
Vic 3052 


Office: (03) 9344 


Avena barbata 
Bearded Oat 


Diary 

The General, Bird Observers Group and 
Mammal Survey Group meetings are held at 
the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, 


Old High Street, Golden Square, unless — 
otherwise indicated. 


General Meeting 


February 14, 7:30pm. 
Members’ Slide Night. — 
(Remeber to come to the new venue) 


March 13, 7:30pm 
Susie Duncan will speak about the ecology of 
Box/Ironbark forests. 


April 10, 7:30pm 
Jane Cleary will talk about biblical plants. 


Bird Observers Group 


Friday February 2, 7:30pm (new venue) 


Details to be arranged. 


Supper 

The usual arrangements for supper are as 
follows: members either bring a plate or pay 
$1 for supper. This small amount is used by 
the treasurer to reimburse members who 


purchase essential supper supplies. 


20 years Castlemaine FNC 


Castlemaine Field Naturalists Club is 
celebrating their 20th Birthday this month. 


_ Bendigo FNC members are invited to join 


May 8, 7:30pm — 
The topic will be a geological one. Details to 
be confirmed. 


Activity Night 


The first of these informal evenings will be 
held on March 6 (see article on page’13). 
Other dates are April 3, May 1 and June 5. 


Eacureions 


The assembly point for excursions is outside 
_ the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, 
Old High Street, Golden Square, unless a 
otherwise specified. Full-day excursions © 
normally commence at 10am. 
Please check details (or any changes) i in the 
Whirrakee for the month of the excursion. 


There will be no excursion in pedi ey, 


Sunday, March 17 
An afternoon/evening excursion to Milwood . 
Dam. Leader: Anne Bridley. 
_ Meet at the new meeting place (outside Golden 
_ Square Senior Citizens Biiding) at as 
Details to be confi rmed. 


Sunday, . April 14 

A half-day excursion led by iiare Gear ion 
view some of the plants mentioned in her talk 
on April 10. Details to be gees . 


f Sunday, May Das | 
_ The excursion will be slaisd to the talk on 
May 8. Details to be arranged: 


them at their Annual Meeting on Friday 9 Feb - 
8 pm. at Continuing Education, Templeton St. 

C'maine. Speakers will be George Broadway, 
Rita Mills, Geoff Sitch, and Em Perkins. 


Also, as part of their birthday celebrations on 
Sat. 10 Feb - Birthday Lunch in the Botanic 
Gardens (a B. Y.O. lunch) at 12 noon near the 
new band rotunda. 


On Sunday 11 Feb at 6 am. a Dawn Breakfast 


et Kevin Point to watch the sunrise. 


As, 


